A comparison of Abrams and Raja pleural biopsy needles.
The diagnostic yield of the recently developed Raja pleural biopsy needle was compared to that of the Abrams needle. Paired biopsies were obtained in 12 cases. In two cases the Raja yielded a diagnosis of malignancy when the Abrams was negative, and in two other cases (one TB and one leukaemia) the Raja provided more specific diagnostic material. There were no cases where the Abrams provided information not present in a Raja biopsy. In our hands, the Raja pleural biopsy needle gave a diagnostic yield superior to the Abrams needle.